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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


September  1981  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons 

have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
November  1,  1981,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

(MT  = Mail  Trader) 

1857  Howard  P.  Flatt,  12445  Greenmeadow  Lane,  Saratoga,  CA  95070 

1858-MT  Andrej  Malak,  P.  0.  Box  135,  Mastic  Beach,  Long  Island,  N.Y. 
11951  — (U.  S.  Silver  Dollars) 

1859  Frank  Maher,  P.  0.  Box  22058,  Phoenix,  Arizona  85028 

1860-MT  Derek  Blakely,  Keystone  Coin  Exchange,  12555  Biscayne  Blvd., 
Suite  820,  Miami,  Fla.  33181  — (Dealer  in  World  Coins) 


Reinstatement : The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

1417-MT  Kenneth  M.  Lowe,  P.  0.  Box  43286,  Richmond  Heights,  Ohio  44143 
(Maundy  Coinage  of  England) 

***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library.  These  books  are  new  to  our  collection. 

Quarterman  Publications  (A1  Hoch) 

GROVE,  FRANK  W.  Coins  of  Mexico.  Pub.  1981,  474np,  illus. 

(See  August  1981  NI  BULLETIN , p254,  for  a review  of  this  important 
addition  to  the  NI  Library.) 

George  H.  Becht 

SEAR,  DAVID  R.  The  Emperors  of  Rome  cmd.  Byzantium.  Chronological 
and  Genealogical  Tables  for  History  Students  and  Coin  Collectors . 

Pub.  1981,  75pp,  illus.  This  book  is  an  excellent  reference  for 
anyone  interested  in  Roman  coinage. 

II.  By  the  time  you  receive  this  copy  of  your  BULLETIN  Fall  will  be 
at  hand  in  many  parts  of  the  world.  The  crops  will  be  in  and  the 
time  for  reflection  is  at  hand.  Many  of  you  have  never  used  your 
Library  and  we  would  like  to  know  why.  It  may  be  that  you  are  not 
engaged  in  research.  It  may  be  that  your  personal  library  is  suf- 
ficient to  your  needs.  It  may  also  be  that  we  are  not  able  to  sup- 
port you  to  the  extent  you  would  wish.  If  the  latter  is  the  case  we 
would  like  to  hear  from  you.  Would  you  please  take  the  time  to  let 
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your  Librarian  know  where  you  feel  we  have  fallen  short  of  your  ex- 
pectations. We  need  your  good  advice  so  that  we  might  plan  accord- 
ingly. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
NI  Librarian 

***** 


NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE 


The  NI  Attribution  Service  has  been  a little  used  fringe  benefit  of 
the  organization.  We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  with  the  transfer 
of  the  OIN  membership  into  NI  during  the  past  months,  Mr.  Charles  K. 
Panish,  who  was  the  attributor  for  OIN,  has  agreed  to  continue  the 
service  for  NI.  Details  on  how  to  use  the  service  will  be  found  on 
the  Member  Notice  Page. 

********************************************************************* 


THEY  TREAT  MONEYERS  DIFFERENTLY  TODAY 


This  is  an  account  of  the  "Assizes  of  the  Moneyers"  held  by  England's 
King  Henry  I (AD  1100-1135)  before  Christmas  in  the  year  1124.  It  was 
kindly  submitted  by  Russ  Clunan  (OIN-324)  - which  he  found  in  The  Anglo 
Saxon  Chronicles  edited  by  Dorothy  Whitelock: 


Henry's  (Br. ) Type  XIII 
Silver  Penny  (Seaby  Photo) 


"in  the  year  1124  King  Henry  sent  to  England  from  Normandy  before 
Christmas,  and  ordered  that  all  the  moneyers  who  were  in  England 
should  be  mutilated — i.e.  that  each  should  lose  the  right  hand 
and  be  castrated.  That  was  because  the  man  who  had  a pound  could 
not  get  a pennyworth  at  a market.  And  Bishop  Roger  of  Salisbury 
sent  over  all  England  and  ordered  them  all  to  come  to  Winchester 
at  Christmas  1124.  Whey  they  got  there,  they  were  taken  one  by 
one  and  each  deprived  of  the  right  hand,  and  castrated.  All  this 
was  done  before  Twelfth  Nite  (6  January  1125)  and  it  was  done 
justly  because  they  had  ruined  all  the  country  with  their  false- 
dealing,  which  they  all  paid  for." 

This  persuasive  and  to  us  barbaric  treatment  of  moneyers  lasted  til 
perhaps  a century  or  two  ago  over  most  of  the  world's  countries.  It 
may  still  be  carried  out  in  an  area  or  two  yet  though. 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Plaudits  for  Cresswell  's  Bun  Head  Penny  Article 

Mr.  0.  D.  Cresswell  has  produced  a most  interesting  and  educational 
study  of  the  dies  used  to  strike  the  Victorian  Bun  Head  Pennies  ( NI 
BULLETIN , July  1981,  ppl99-206) . He  is  to  be  congratulated  for  an 
excellent  piece  of  numismatic  research,  the  quality  of  which  is  hard- 
ly diminished  by  an  unfortunate  error  of  fact  in  his  ooening  paragraph. 

Birmingham  firms  did  indeed  participate  in  the  coinages  of  1860  and 
1861.  The  firm  of  James  Watt  & Co.,  a derivitive  business  of  the 
Boulton  enterprises  of  the  previous  century,  was  awarded  a contract 
for  some  1720  tons  of  the  new  bronze  coinage,  which  was  produced  in 
1860  and  1861.  In  addition,  the  Birmingham  firm  of  Ralph  Heaton  & Sons 
was  awarded  a contract  for  41  tons,  and  this  was  produced  in  1861. 

These  contracts,  which  I learned  about  from  Mr.  Graham  Dyer, of  the 
British  Royal  Mint,  are  further  expanded  in  a book  on  The  Birmingham 
Mint  which  is  due  to  be  released  this  fall. 

James  0.  Sweeny 
Highlands,  N.C. 


Members  Unanimously  disagree  with  Mr.  Tilley  on  U.S.  Numismatics  in 
the  NI  BULLETIN 


(Ed.:  The  letter  in  "FROM  THE  MAILBOX’  of  Mr.  Charles  0.  Tilley  which 

criticized  NI's  stand  on  U.S  numismatic  ban  [July,pl97]  created  several 
letters  from  the  membership.  Unfortunately,  all  letter  were  in  oppos- 
ition to  Mr.  Tilley.  Below  are  three  selected  comments.) 

As  NI  member  number  599,  which  shows  that  I didn’t  just  drive  up", 
please  cast  my  vote  in  favor  of  refunding  member  #1615,  Charles  0. 
Tilley's  membership  fee,  and  let  him  apply  the  money  towards  member- 
ship in  something  like  the  A.N.A.,  which  should  be  more  to  his  liking. 
The  points  in  his  letter  are  well  taken,  but  obviously  in  the  overall 
picture,  NI  is  not  his  cup  of  tea. 

True , the  NI  BULLETIN , in  my  opinion  carries  all  too  much  material  on 
ancients  and  notgeld,  B-U-T,  having  been  somewhat  close  to  Carling 
Gresham,  who  as  Editor  of  FUN  Topics  (Florida  United  Numismatics) , did 
an  enviable  job  in  putting  out  a superior  publication,  I am  aware  of 
the  problems  an  editor  faces  in  obtaining  articles  for  publication. 

It  appears  that  the  writers  who  contribute  to  the  BULLETIN  are  quite 
prolific  in  the  fields  of  notgeld  and  ancients.  If  other  members  who 
are  possessed  of  various  degrees  of  expertise  in  writing  about  other 
subjects  would  contribute  their  efforts , we'd  have  a much  more  well- 
rounded  publication.  The  first  name  that  comes  to  mind  would  have  to 
be  Dan  Ching,  an  experienced  writer  in  Chinese  coins,  or  Scott  Semans, 
writing  on  Oriental  vs.  Arabic  coins.  If  memory  serves  me  correctly, 
we  have  had  too  numerous  articles  on  the  latter  subject  also. 

From  the  "Thoughts  as  I Thinkum  Dept.",  modern  coins  are  basically 
"schlock"  (I  can't  think  of  a better  word  to  describe  them),  and  are 
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sufficiently  covered  in  publications  such  as  WORLD  COIN  NEWS.  Book  re- 
views are  good,  as  long  as  they  are  kept  brief,  and  include  both  list 
price  and  source.  "Identif iation,  Please?"  is  a great  column.  U.S. 
coins  - no  way. 


Stan  Peterson,  NI  it 599 
Jacksonville.  Florida 


I sincerely  hope  NI  will  stick  to  its  rules  about  U.S.  coins.  If  that 
is  an  individual's  particular  interest,  he  should  join  one  of  the  many 
organizations  which  deals  primarily  with  them.  One  wonders  why  he 
ever  joined  in  the  first  place  since  NI  and  OIN  were  both  organized 
for  foreign  (i.e.  non-U. S.)  coin  collectors. 

No  doubt  a few  overseas  collectors  do  collect  U.S.  but  I would  suspect 
they  are  a very  small  minority. 

Mr.  Tilley  could  perhaps  learn  a good  deal  about  19th  and  20th  century 
coins  if  he  wrote  an  article  for  the  NI  BULLETIN.  After  all,  you  can- 
not publish  what  you  don't  have! 


Rev.  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  LM  it  12 
Lincoln,  Nebraska 


I want  to  go  on  record  as  being  strongly  opposed  to  Mr.  Tilley's  advoc- 
acy of  U.S.  coin  articles  and  news  in  the  BULLETIN.  NI  is  one  of  the 
few  refuges  for  the  true  foreign  coin  specialist,  that  is,  one  who  is 
interested  in  studying  the  numismatics,  history,  language  and  culture 
of  countries  other  than  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Tilley  must  have  known  this  when  he  joined.  If  not,  I suggest  he 
consider  joining  the  ANA  or  any  one  of  a hundred  societies  throughout 
this  country  whose  meetings,  publications  and  auctions  are  loaded  with 
U.S.  material. 

Let's  keep  NI  exactly  as  its  title  indicates  - an  organization  for 
enthusiasts  of  international  numismatics. 

George  H.  Becht,  NI  #1651 
Arlington,  Virginia 

****************************************  a**************** ************* 


COIN  THOUGHTS  - IV 

by  David  Briggs,  NI  ft 1444 

No  writer  has  the  talent  to  tell  us  of  the  wars  and  alliances,  the 
plagues  and  triumps,  the  heroes  and  martyrs,  the  fables  and  the  be- 
liefs of  our  past  with  the  contemporary  realism  of  coins. 
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A CURIOUS  PARALLEL 
IN  ENGLISH  HISTORY 


by  John  S.  Davenport , NI  #602 

The  many  coins  issued  recently  to  celebrate  the  80th  birthday  of  the 
Queen  Mother  Elizabeth  of  England  bring  to  mind  a curious  parallel  in 
English  history.  This  queen  was  the  first  citizen  of  the  British  Isles 
to  become  queen  by  marriage  in  393  years.  The  last  to  do  so  was  Kathe- 
rine Parr,  sixth  and  final  wife  of  Henry  VIII,  who  was  married  to  him 
in  1543  and  became  queen  on  her  marriage. 

Queen  Mary,  wife  of  George  V,  had  been  born  in  England.  But  she  was 
the  daughter  of  a German  duke  though  through  her  mother  a descendant  of 
George  III.  There  might  have  been  another  in  the  17th  century  with  a 
curious  20th  century  parallel. 


A Crown  of  King  James  II  1685-1688 

In  1634  James  Stuart  had  been  created  Duke  of  York  as  a younger  brother 
of  Charles,  Prince  of  Wales.  The  duke  was  married  secretly  but  in  1660 
was  obliged  to  acknowledge  his  marriage  when  his  wife  became  pregnant. 
His  wife,  Anne  Hyde,  was  a commoner  with  no  noble  title  in  her  family. 
Her  father,  Edward  Hyde,  however,  was  shortly  to  be  created  Earl  of  Cla- 
rendon and  to  become  a power  in  the  politics  of  the  1660' s. 

The  duchess  was  to  give  birth  to  a number  of  children.  All  the  males, 
however,  died  young  with  only  two  daughters  surviving.  Both  Mary  and 
Anne  were  to  become  reigning  queens  of  England  in  their  own  right.  But 
at  the  time  of  their  father's  marriage  this  had  seemed  a remote  possi- 
bility. 

Their  uncle,  Charles  II  was  unmarried  but  had  already  fathered  a son, 
the  ill-fated  Duke  of  Monmouth.  And  after  the  king's  marriage  to  the 
Portuguese  princess  Catherine  of  Braganza,  there  was  every  reason  to 
believe  his  future  children  would  inherit  the  throne.  Such  was  not  to 
be,  however,  and  at  Charles's  death  in  1685,  leaving  a number  of  child- 
ren but  without  a legitimate  heir,  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  be- 
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came  king  as  James  II  for  a short  reign  before  being  succeeded  by  his 
daughter  Mary. 


A Crown  of  William  and  Mary 

In  1920,  Albert,  a later  Duke  of  York,  met  a Scottish  girl,  Elizabeth 
Bowes-Lyon.  Though  classed  as  a commoner  she  was  a descendant  of  a 
long  line  of  Scottish  lords.  Her  father  was  the  14th  Earl  of  Strath- 
more and  Kinghorne,  Lord  of  Glamis  castle  of  historic  fame.  They  were 
married  in  Anril  1923  in  Westminster  Abbey.  The  last  time  a royal 
prince  had  been  married  in  the  Abbey  was  in  1383  when  Richard  II  mar- 
ried Anne  of  Bohemia. 


George  Vi's  first  Crown 

Of  this  1923  marriage  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Margaret,  were  born 
for  whom  like  their  predecessors  Mary  and  Anne  there  seemed  little  like- 
lihood of  their  inheriting  the  throne. 

The  duke's  elder  brother,  Edward,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was  not  married, 
but  popular  and  personable  as  he  was,  he  seemed  likely  to  be  soon  and 
to  have  children  to  inherit  the  throne  after  him.  But  unlike  his  ear- 
lier parallel,  who  had  a relatively  long  reign  (Charles  II)  1660-1685, 
Edward  VIII 's  reign  lasted  only  eleven  months,  when  upon  his  abdication 
his  younger  brother  became  king  as  George  VI.  George's  reign  1936-1952 
was  somewhat  longer  than  that  of  James  II,  as  the  latter  after  three 
years  had  to  flee  and  abandon  the  throne. 

The  new  Elizabeth  in  1936  was  luckier  than  her  earlier  parallel  as  Anne 
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Hyde  died  as  Duchess  of  York  in  1671,  and  her  husband's  second  wife, 

Mary  of  Modena  became  queen  when  James  II  succeeded  his  brother  in  1685. 
Both  duchesses,  however,  had  daughters  who  succeeded  their  fathers  as 
queen  in  the  own  right.  Anne  Hyde  had  two  such. 

There  seems  little  likelihood  that  Princess  Margaret,  Countess  of  Snow- 
don, will  ever  succeed  her  sister  Elizabeth  as  ruler,  as  Anne  succeeded 
Mary,  since  four  claimants  stand  in  line  ahead  of  her.  And  Prince  Char- 
les, first  in  line,  has  just  married  Lady  Diana  Spencer. 

Both  Mary  in  1688  and  Flizabeth  in  1952  became  queens  as  a result  of 
kings  giving  up  their  thrones,  one  immediately,  the  other  after  a 16 
year  reign. 


A British  Crown  of  Elizabeth  (left)  and  a non- 
U.K.  Crown  with  the  bust  of  Prince  Philip. 


Elizabeth's  reign  has  long  outlasted  her  predecessor's  as  she  has  cele- 
brated her  25th  anniversary  as  queen  several  years  ago,  witnessed  by  a 
number  of  coins.  Mary's  lasted  only  a brief  five  years,  though  she  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  her  portrait  on  coins  of  the  realm  with  her  husband 
William  III.  Elizabeth's  husband,  Philip,  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  has 
also  appeared  on  coins  but  none  from  England. 

These  are  some  of  the  curious  parallels  in  events  occuring  three  cen- 
turies apart  in  the  history  of  England. 


*********************************************************************** 


OLDEST  AND  GREATEST  HOBBY 

by  Robert  E.  Poulin,  NI  # 604 

No  offense  to  our  brother  and  sister  collectors  in  other  fields,  but 
numismatics  is  one  of  the  oldest  (if  not  THE  oldest)  of  the  collecting 
hobbies . 

Archaeologists  have  found  carefully  arranged  and  protected  groupings  of 
Greek  coins  ...  in  ancient  Roman  ruins . They  are  convinced  that  these 
are  organized  collections  and  not  just  hoards  hidden  against  theft.  The 
Romans  may  have  had  their  faults  but  they  certainly  started  a great  hob- 
by ! 
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Gold  Pattern,  Trial,  and 
Off  Strike  Coins  of  Poland 

Between  the  Great  Wars 
(1919-1939) 

by  Arthur  J.  Majewski , Detroit,  Michigan,  NI  #1166 


To  commemorate  the  900th  anniversary  of  the  coronation  of  the  first 
King  of  Poland,  Boleslaw  Chrobry  (967-1025),  Poland  issued  two  gold 
coins,  a ten  and  twenty  denominational  emission. 

Although  they  were  never  circulating  currency,  initially  they  were 
intended  to  be  such.  The  great  change  in  the  price  of  gold  precluded 
the  coins  from  entering  the  open  market. 


However,  until  1939,  one  could  secure  these  coins  at  the  Bank  Polski, 
provided  that  one  brought  bulk  gold  in  exchange  plus  the  cost  of 
mintage . 


The  designer  was  Z.  Trzcinskia-Kaminska-,  with  both  coins  being  identi 
cal  with  the  exception  of  size  and  statement  of  denomination.  The 
obverse  had  a Polish  crowned  eagle  with  the  inscription  in  a circle 


reading,  "RZECZPOSPOLITA  POLSKA  20  (10)  ZLOTYCH  20  (10)".  On  the  re- 
verse there  was  a profile  of  the  King  with  a legend  in  a circle  near 
the  rim  reading,  "BOLESLAW  CHROBRY  1025-1925".  A Warsaw  mintark  (an 
arrow  pointing  up  with  two  legs  and  a line  through  the  middle  of  the 
arrow)  was  placed  on  the  reverse.  The  diameter  for  the  ten  zlotych 
was  19mm  and  21mm  for  the  twenty  zlotych.  The  edges  were  reeded  (ser 
rated).  The  coins  were  minted  of  .900  fine  gold. 

The  ten  zlotych  weighed  3.225  grams,  and  50,350  of  the  coins  were 
minted.  With  the  same  die,  154  of  the  coins  were  struck  in  bronze. 
The  bronze  coins  had  a weight  of  3.27  grams. 

The  twenty  zlotych,  weighing  6.451  grams,  had  27.240  struck.  With 
the  same  die,  35  copies  in  bronze  and  20  in  nickel  (3.27  grams  for 
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Che  bronze  and  3.5  grams  for  the  nickel)  were  minted. 


To  fully  supplement  the  picture,  it  should  be  clarified  that  Poland 
struck  in  gold, patterns , trial,  and  off  strike  coins.  For  a proper 
picture,  the  chart  below  is  furnished  (please  keep  in  mind  the  eleven 
coins  listed  below  were  gold) . 

Mint- 

Denomination  Obverse  Reverse  Diameter  age  Date 


1 . 100  Marks 


Polish  Eagle 
100  below 
1922 
Wreath 


Pilsudski  head 
RZECZPOSPOLITA 
POLSKA 


26mm. 


2.  50  Marks 


Polish  Eagle  Peasant  girl  20mm. 
50  T RZECZPOSOLITA 

POLSKA  1923 


3 1922 


1 1923 


(Note:  Photo  unavailable  of  gold  pattern.  Illustrated  is 

the  1923  bronze  pattern  which  is  of  the  same  type.) 


3.  1 Grosz  Polish  Eagle  1 Grosz 
RZECZPOSPOLITA 
POLSKA  1927 


4.  2 Grosze  2 Grosze  Identical 

1923  with 

Laurel  total-  obverse 
ly  encircling 


14.7mm.  6 1927 


15mm.  1 1923 
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Denomination 

Obverse 

Reverse 

Diameter 

Mint- 

age 

Date 

5.  5 Zlotych 

Polish  Eagle 
1925 

RZECZPOSPOLITA 

POLSKA 

encircling 

Lady  sitting 
handing  docu- 
ment to  knight 
PIEC 

5 ZLOTYCH  5 

37mm. 

1 

1925 

6.  5 Zlotych 


Same  as  5 . ex-  Same  as  5 . 
cept  under 
claws , 

SW/WG  3/V 


37mm. 


1925 


7.  10  Zlotych 


8.  20  Zlotych 


Polish  Eagle 
10  Z1  under 
wings,  1925 
at  bottom. 
RZECZPOSPOLITA 
POLSKA  arc 
above 


2 profiles. 

Man  with  axe 
on  shoulder. 
Woman  with 
sheaf.  Circ- 
ling laurel  of 
field  produce. 


Polish  Eagle 
1924  under 
wings . 

20  Z1  at 
bottom. 

RZECZPOSPOLITA 
POLSKA  in  arc 
over  eagle. 


Wreath . 


1925 


10 


1924 
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Denomination 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Diameter 


Mint- 
age Date 


9.  20  Zlotych  Polish  Eagle 
ZLOTYCH  under 
eagle.  20  Be- 
tween each 
wing  and  claw. 


19  under  one 
wing,  24 
under  the 
other . 

RZECZPOSPOLITA 
POLSKA  around 
eagle . 


Young  woman's  21mm.  5 

head  wearing 
hat  with  veil. 

Rays  coming 
from  head. 

RZECZPOSPOLITA 
POLSKA  1925  R. 


Knight  kneel-  28mm.  1 

ing  on  one 

knee  holding 

sword  in  left 

hand . 

RZECZPOSPOLITA 

POLSKA 


*No  denomination  found  on  coin.  This  was  the  first  attempt 
strike  a fifty  zlotych  coin. 


100  Zlotych  Stylized 

Polish  Eagle. 
Wing  feathers 
in  horizontal 
position. 


Bust  of  Mikola j 
Kopernik. 

100  ZLOYTCH 
around  to  left 
and  below. 


RZECZPOSPOLITA 
POLSKA  100  ZLOTYCH 


encircling  near  rim. 
Date  below  tail  of 
eagle. 


20mm. 


1 


1925 


1924 


to 


1925 
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Below  is  supplemental  information  relative  to  the  preceding  eleven 
coins . 


Desi 

gner 

Rim  (Edge) 

1. 

W. 

Wasiewicz 

Smooth 

2. 

K. 

Laszczka 

Smooth 

3. 

W. 

Jastrzebowski 

Smooth 

4. 

J. 

Aumiller 

Smooth 

5. 

s. 

Lewandowski 

Found  on  Rim:  "SALUS  REIPUBLICAE 

SUPREMA  LEX  (Concave) 

6. 

s. 

Lewandowski 

Identical  with  5.  except  convex. 

7. 

A. 

Madeyski 

Smooth 

8. 

T. 

Zaluski 

Smooth 

9. 

A. 

Madeyski 

Smooth 

10. 

T. 

Breyer 

Smooth 

11. 

S. 

Szukalski 

Smooth 

******* 

***************  * * * * * * s' 

c A A A A A A A A ■ -A-  V A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 

UVF 

COUNTERMARK  FOUND  ON  BRITISH  2P  COIN  IN  NORTHERN  IRELAND 

by  0 

'.  D.  Cresswell,  Belfast , 

Northern  Ireland,  NI  #360 

Recently  in  my  pocket  change  I received  a current  2 New  Pence  dated 
1971  with  the  countermark  "UVF"  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse. 

UVF  stands  for  Ulster  Volunteer  Force,  an  organization  dating  back 
to  pre-World  War  I.  Originally  it  was  formed  to  resist  by  force  if 
needed  any  attempt  by  the  British  government  to  impose  Home  Rule  on 
Northern  Ireland,  loosely  identified  with  the  Irish  province  of 
Ulster.  In  recent  years  with  the  outbreak  of  I.R.A.  violence,  a new 
U.V.F.  was  formed,  reputedly  from  veterans  of  the  original. 

The  letters  on  the  coin  I received  are  formed  by  repeated  cuts  from 
what  I would  hazard  a small  bladed  screw  driver.  They  are  formed 
as  follows: 

Obverse:  U - Each  upright  formed  of  four  cuts,  bottom  stroke  of 

two  strokes. 

V - Each  arm  of  three  strokes. 

F - Upright  of  four,  horizontal  of  two  and  one  respectively. 

Reverse:  similar,  but  more  roughly  done. 

As  you  may  know,  Eire  banknotes  no  longer  circulate  here  at  par  with 
British  as  the  pound  is  now  worth  only  about  75p.  For  a long  time 
now  Eire  "silver"  has  not  been  accepted  in  shops  and  from  June  15, 

1981,  Eire  "copper"  is  also  no  longer  accepted.  Hence,  I would  sup- 
pose the  reason  for  the  appearance  of  UVF  on  a British  coin.  T sup- 
pose more,  or  similar,  may  turn  up. 
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MORE  COUNTERMARKED 
MEDIEVAL  ISLAMIC  COINS 

by  Raymond  J.  Hubert,  Rockville 3 Maryland , USA. 

Some  years  ago,  I published  an  illustrated  catalog  of  countermarked 
medieval  Islamic  coins  in  which  I discussed  their  form  and  functions.  1. 
I would  like  to  consider  some  other  pieces  which  I have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  studying. 

Place  Names : 

The  following  place  names  occur  as  mint-signatures  or  as  part  of  the 
countermarks : 

Astarabad  of  Jurjan,  a city  in  Mazandaran,  on  the  southern  shore  of  the 
Caspian  Sea.  2. 

Balkh  in  Khurasan.  3. 

Hamadan  of  Jibal,  a city  and  district  in  Iran.  4. 

Herat  in  Khurasan.  5. 

Merw  in  Khurasan.  6. 

NImruz  in  Sijistan  in  Iran.  7. 

Sawah  of  Jibal,  a city  in  Iraq.  8. 

Tun  in  Kuhistan.  9. 

The  unread  mint-signature  in  #11  might  be  Tabriz!  ? 

Obverse  Types  : 

What  follows  are  the  shapes  of  the  obverse  frames  within  which  are  the 
legends : 


Reverse  Types: 

Here  are  the  shapes  for  the  reverse  frames: 


Cartouches : 

Each  of  the  countermarks  has  a distinctive  shape.  Below  are  these 
cartouches : 


I 
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Count erma rks : 


The  countermarks  with  the  number  of  times  of  occurence  are  as  follows: 
#1  BEH  BOD  ^ in  cartouche  //I  occurs  13  times 

#2  BEH  BOD  TUN  in  cartouche  #1  occurs  2 times 

#3  SHAH  Rl'KH  BAHADUR  KHAN  in  square  Kufic  in  a square 
#4  BTK  HASAN  CADIL  in  cartouche  //I  occurs  1 time 
//5  BEH  BUD  HERAT  in  cartouche  #1  occurs  13  times 
It 6 BEH  BUD  MERW  in  cartouche  It  1 occurs  1 time 

1AD1L  SULTAN  ABU  SACTD  GUREGEN  in  cartouche  #3  occurs  3 times 
It 8 ???  in  cartouche  It 4 occurs  2 times 

It  9 . . . /SULTAN/RUS  (TEM) /°  (ADIL)  in  cartouche  I!  5 occurs  1 time 

It  10  BEH  BUD  BALKH  in  cartouche  It 6 occurs  1 time 

#11  BEH  BUD  rS  in  cartouche  It  1 occurs  2 times 

#12  CADIL  SULTAN  BAHADUR  MAHMUD  90  in  cartouche  #7  occurs  1 time 

#13  BEH  bOd  NTMRUZ  in  cartouche  It  1 occurs  1 time 

#14  CADIL  901  SULTAN  SUNGHUR  ...  in  a rectangle  occurs  1 time 


CATALOG : 


1 . Ag  15 . 5 mm.  3 . 75  g. 

Mint-signature  and  date  obliterated 

Timur  (A.D.  1370-1405=  A.H.  771-807)  as  nominal  vassal  of  the  Chag- 
hatay  Khan  MahmQd  (A.D.  1 388-1 39 7=A . H . 790-800) 

Type  a)  Type  A) 

Three  countermarks  in  the  obverse  field:  It  1 over  It 2,  and  both  over  It 3 


2.  Ag  25.5  mm.,  5.502  g. 

M int -signat ure  obliterated,  date  A.H.  793  = A.D.  1390/1 
Timur  as  nominal  vassal  of  Mahmud 
Type  b)  Type  B) 

Countermark  It  3 in  the  reverse  field 
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3.  Ag  25.5  mm.,  5.307  g. 

Mint-signature  and  date  obliterated 
Much  worn  piece  of  Timur 
Type  c)  Type  ? 

Countermark  #4  in  the  reverse  field 


4.  Ag  21.75  mm.  4.78  g. 

Mint-signature  and  date  obliterated 
Shah  Rukh  (A. D.  1404-1447=A.H.  807-850) 

Type  d)  Type  C) 

Countermark  #5  in  the  obverse  field,  and  countermark  #6  over  coun- 
termark #7  in  the  reverse  field. 


5.  Ag  23.5.,  5.029  g. 

Astarabad,  8xx 
Shah  Rukh 

Type  d)  Type  D) 

Countermark  #5  over  Countermark  #1 


6.  Ag  23.5  mm.,  4.861  g. 

Mint-signature  and  date  obliterated 
Much  worn  Shah  Rukh 

Type  ?)  Type  ?) 
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Countermarks  //I  and  It 5 both  over  118  in  the  reverse  field,  and  //I 
in  the  obverse  field 


7.  Ag  25.5  mm.,  4.718  g. 

Mint-signature  and  date  obliterated 
S_hah  Rukh 

Type  d)  Type  D) 

Countermark  It 5 in  the  obverse  field,  and  countermark  It 9 in  the 
reverse  field. 


8.  Ag  23.5  mm. , 4.972  g. 

Sawah,  date  A.H.  830=A.D.  1426/7 
Shah  Rukh 

Type  e)  Type  B) 

Countermark  #1  in  the  reverse  field,  and  countermark  It 5 in  the 
Obverse  field 


9.  Ag  22.5mm.  4.993  g. 

Hamadan,  date  A.H.  841=A.D.  1437/8 
Shah  Rukh 

Type  f)  Type  E) 

Countermark  It 2 in  reverse  field 
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10.  Ag  24.25  mm.,  5.119  g. 

Mint-signature  obliterated,  date  A.H.  829=  A.D.  1425/6 
Type  d)  Type  B) 

Countermark  #5  in  the  reverse  field,  and  countermark  #5  and  #10 
both  over  #1(?)  in  the  obverse  field 


11.  Ag  23.5  mm.,  4.994  g. 

Mint-signature  and  date  obliterated 
Shah  Rukh 

Type  d)  Type  B) 

Countermark  #1  in  the  obverse  field,  and  countermarks  #1  at  six 
o'clock  and  #11  at  3 o'clock  on  the  reverse 


12.  Ag  25  mm.,  4.975  g. 

Samarqand,  date  obliterated 

Abu  SaCxd  (A.D.  1452-1467=A. H.  855-872) 

Type  d)  Type  B) 

Countermark  #1  on  the  obverse,  and  countermark  #5  on  the  reverse 


13.  Ag  26.5  mm.,  4.747  g. 

Astarabad,  date  obliterated 

Ahmad  (A.D.  1467-1493=  A.H.  872-898) 

Type  f)  TyPe  B> 

Countermark  #1  at  7:30  o'clock  on  obverse,  and  countermark  #12  on 
reverse 
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14. 


Ag  26.5  mm. , 4. 725  g. 
Samarqand,  date  obliterated 
Aljmad 
Type  d) 

Countermark  # 5 on  the  reverse 


Type  B) 


15.  Ag  26.5  mm.,  4.497  g. 

Mint-signature  and  date  obliterated 
Ahmad 

Type  d)  Type  B) 

Countermark  #13  on  the  obverse 


16.  Ag  26.25  mm.,  4.77  g. 

Mint-signature  and  date  obliterated 
Mahmud 

Type  d)  Type  F) 

Countermark  #5  on  obverse 


17.  Ag  24  mm.,  4.906  g. 
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Mint-signature  and  date  obliterated 
Much  worn  Timurid  fabric 

Type  ? Type  ? 

Countermark  #14  over  #1,  and  both  over  #7  on  the  obverse 
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********************************************************************** 

WHAT  DO  I COMMEMOKAit ' 

by  Bill  Thompson,  NI  ULM-22 

Iceland,  500  Kronur, 

1974,  Y-22 

The  Vikings  settled 
Iceland  in  874  (some 
Irish  arrived  earlier) . 

To  determine  the  size 
of  a stake,  the  maiden 
was  allowed  to  keep  what 
land  she  could  lead  her 
milk  cow  around  between 
sunup  and  sundown.  I'm  afraid  your  farm  would  have  been  very  small 
as  the  cow  was  hungry  and  the  season  was  mid-winter  when  the  days  are 
very  short.  This  coin  commemorates  the  1100th  anniversary  of  the 
settlement  of  Iceland  by  the  Vikings. 


************************************************ 


* * * * **************** 


BUCK  - Fantasy  pattern  coins  in  bronze  issued  in  Buck  and  Half  Buck 
values  (supposedly  equivalent  to  US  Dollar  and  Half  Dollar)  for  the 
British  West  Indies,  Buck  Island,  in  the  Caribbean.  Issued  in  1961, 
the  pieces  show  the  head  of  a buck  with  horns  on  one  side  and  the  out- 
line of  the  island  on  the  reverse.  The  island  was  reportedly  owned  by 
a US  citizen,  then  from  Pennsylvania. 
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THE  IMMOBILIZED  "HELMET"  COINAGE  OF  ANTIOCH  - of  Bohemond  III, 
(1163-1201),  Bohemond  IV  (1201-1216;  1219-1233),  Bohemond  V (1233-125 5 ) 

by  Irene  F.  Pi'eston , reprinted  from  Alex  Malloy's  MEDIEVAL  COINS  XII,  1975 

The  helmet  type  was  first  struck  in  Antioch,  about  1163,  when  Bohemond 
III  reached  his  majority  and  attained  the  title  of  Prince.  In  the  ex- 
perimental state  of  this  issue,  the  die  cutters  produced  a type  with 
head  facing  to  right;  but  the  standard  type  soon  became  head  to  left. 


Although  it  followed  the  bare  head  type  of  Raymond,  after  the  experi- 
mental period,  the  helmet  type  became  larger  and  heavier  by  about 
twenty-five  percent.  The  style  of  the  issue  was  gradually  refined,  so 
that  the  helmeted  head  became  neatly  and  symmetrically  shaped,  and  the 
lettering,  neat  and  decorated  with  annulets. 

Another  issue  of  the  helmet  coins  forms  a group,  which  is  distinguish- 
able from  the  previous  groups  by  the  addition  of  a trefoil  between  the 
I and  0 in  the  reverse  inscription.  The  weight,  dimension,  and  style 
of  this  group  vary  greatly.  Chronologically,  they  appear  after  the 
more  elegantly  rendered  issues,  probably  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  Bohemond  III,  and  in  the  earlier  part  of  that  of  Bohemond  IV. 

Another  type,  on  which  the  trefoil  has  been  omitted  from  the  reverse 
inscription,  is  similar  in  other  decorative  details  and  quality  of  the 
trefoil  issue,  and  probably  appears  soon  after  it  (about  1200-1216). 


Raymond  Roupen  gained  control  of  the  citadel  at  Antioch,  where  the  mint 
was  undoubtedly  located,  and  struck  coins  for  the  Principality  in  his 
name  between  1216  and  1219.  His  coins  are  of  four  varieties  with  minor 
subdivisions,  but  follow  the  pattern  of  the  previous  helmet  coins. 


Pesanl.  #13 


I’esant  Type  1 


Pesant  Types  2 and  3 


Pesant  Irregular  Type  1 
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A group  of  coins  issued  subsequently  to  the  Rupinus  coins  have  been 
labeled  "Irregulars"  because  of  the  fact  that  the  chain  mail  of  the 
helmeted  bust  is  rendered  with  downward-facing  crescents,  instead  of 
the  upward-facing  ones  on  all  previous  issues.  Their  irregularity  can 
be  explained  as  a result  of  the  disruption  of  the  mint  and  a change  in 
its  personnel  during  the  reign  of  Raymond  Rupen.  They  can  therefore  be 
securely  attributed  to  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Bohemond  V 
(1233-1255). 

A final  group  of  coins  bears  such  little  resemblance  to  any  of  the 
other  issues,  that  it  is  very  unlikely  that  they  were  struck  at 
Antioch,  ^csant  has  suggested  that  this  group  was  struck  perhaps  of- 
fically,  under  contract,  in  an  Italian  maritime  province  near  Antioch, 
in  order  to  supplement  the  coinage.  This  group  can  perhaps  be  attri- 
buted to  Bohemond  V. 

NOTE : Since  the  discovery  near  Antioch  of  a hoard  of  "helmet"  type  ^ 
deniers  which  Schlumberger  described  in  Revue  Archaeologique,  1875, 
and  subsequently  classified  in  his  I’Orient  Latin,  many  more  hoards 
have  come  to  light.  Lambros  published  and  described  over  twenty-five 
varieties (2)  of  the  type,  which  was  a subsequent  issue;  and  in  1937  ^ 

Derek  Allen  classified  the  varieties,  when  the  al-Mina  hoard  surfaced. 
D.M.  Metcalf  attempted  to  refine  the  chronology  of  Allen’s  classifi- 
cations with  the  appearance  of  nearly  950  more  of  the  helmet  coins 
found  in  hoards  near  Antioch. (4) .Roberto  Pesant  (5)  has  quite  success- 
fully synthesized  the  work  of  these  scholars,  as  well  as  the  evidence 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Society's  extensive  collection  of  helmet 
coins.  It  is  his  system  of  classification  which  we  feel  obliged  to 
follow  herein. 
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********************************************************************** 
LISBON  MINTMARKS  SOME  OF  ITS  COINS 


For  the  first  time  in  many  decades  Portugal's  mint  has  started  to  mark 
its  products.  Macao,  Portugal's  territory  on  the  south  China  coast, 
recently  released  a 1 Pataca  coin  in  pure  nickel.  It  is  marked  "Casa 
da  Moeda"  to  indicate  that  the  Lisbon  mint  struck  it. 
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FOURTH  CENTURY  COINS  OF  SISCIA  AND  SIRMIUM 


by  Viator  Kreloff 

(From  the  Winter  1980  issue  of  THE  TRUMPETER,  by  permission  of  the  Editor 
and  the  Author) 

The  Mint  at  Siscia  (now  Sisak,  Yugoslavia)  operated  throughout  the 
fourth  century  right  up  to  the  year  423.  The  subsidiary  Mint  at  Sir- 
mium (now  Sremska  Mitrovica,  Yugoslavia)  operated  in  two  time  spans, 

AD  324  - 326  as  it  was  expedient  by  the  demands  of  a war;  and  again 
from  351  to  367. 

These  two  cities  were  of  great  significance  in  the  province  of  Pannonia 
in  the  lower  Danube  region.  The  original  inhabitants  were  Celts  and  Il- 
lyrians. Pannonia  was  occupied  by  the  Romans  in  the  first  century  A.D. 

A series  of  forts  and  a navy  were  maintained  on  the  fiver  Danube.  The 
third  century  emperors  Probus  and  Maximianus  were  born  here.  The  pro- 
vince was  taken  by  the  Huns  around  the  year  430,  and  later  by  the  Os- 
trogoths. Then  by  the  Gepids.  And  finally  in  the  sixth  century  it  be- 
came the  homeland  of  the  then  nomadic  present  day  Croatians. 


Constantinue  Gallus  bronze  of 
Siscia,  A.D.  351-354.  (CHK) 
Obverse:  DN  CONSTANTIUS  PF  AVG 

Bare  head  r.  In  field  "A" 
Reverse:  FEL  TEMP  RE  PARATIO . 

Soldier  spearing  barbarian. 

In  field:  "I".  MMK:  SIS-S. 


The  coins  we  are  discussing  were  made  with  hammer  and  anvil.  Cut  into 
a punch,  their  "reverse"  die  was  held  with  tongs,  the  "obverse"  con- 
tained in  the  anvil.  The  blank  was  weighed,  heated  and  struck.  In  the 
exergue  of  the  reverse  the  mint  mark  is  to  be  found.  The  essential 
form  for  Siscia  being  SIS  and  for  Sirmium  SIR!!.  Five  officinae,  or  work 
sections  of  the  mint,  were  in  operation  in  Siscia,  numbered  according 
to  the  Greek  system:  A,  B,  r , A s and  E.  Thus  a coin  of  Gallus  with 
SIS.S  is  from  the  third  officinae.  And  of  Jovian  his  coins  bore  the 
mintmark  ASIRM,  from  the  first  officinae  of  Sirmium.  In  the  western 
mints  the  officinae  were  indicated  by  the  Latin  letters  P,  S,  T,  Q,  and 
E.  Other  symbols  that  appear  together  together  with  the  mintmark  and 
officinae  letters  are:  Star,  pellet,  ox  figure,  and  monograms:^  , ft 
/ ’X  ’ > <1  , / J also  the  letters  R,0,M,K,  Q,P.F  and  numerals  I,/II, 

combinations  ancT multiples  of  these  in  the  field  and  in  exergue.  What  the 
Romans  themselves  called  these  pieces  is  not  known  - perhaps  they  are 
the  debased  cententionalis . One  officinae  was  withdrawn  from  Siscia  to 
reopen  as  the  mint  at  Sirmium  in  351,  and  later  increased  to  two.  FEL 
TEMP  REPARATIO,  soldier  spearing  fallen  barbarian,  shows  the  same  mes- 
sage as  a Croatian  stamp.  The  bronze  of  Constantius  Gallus  is  common 
while  that  of  Jovian  is  scarce. 


The  various  letters  and  symbols  refer  to  the  issue,  regnal  yeart?)  or 
special  event.  VOT  V MULT  X refers  to  vows  taken  periodically.  FEL  TEMP 
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REPARATIO  is  "Happy  Times  Restored". 

Of  these  handsome  pieces,  no  two  are  quite  alike.  Many  are  corroded, 
and  some,  with  patina,  which  can  be  grey,  black,  brown  and  usually 
green,  are  sought  after.  It  would  be  a shame  to  attempt  to  clean  these 
fascinating  relics  of  history. 

Constantineus  Gallus,  together  with  his  brother  Julian,  were  the  sur- 
viving nephews  of  Constantine  the  Great,  spending  their  boyhood  and 
youth  in  prison.  Gallus  was  appointed  Caesar  by  Constantius  II,  in  351, 
making  his  capital  at  Antioch.  In  character  he  is  said  to  have  been 
cruel  and  violent.  He  was  tricked  into  making  the  long  journey  to  the 
capital  Milan,  to  account  for  himself.  He  was  siezed  at  Petovio  in 
Pannonia,  tried  and  beheaded  in  todays  Pola,  in  Istria. 


Jovian , bronze  of  Sirmium 
A.D.  363-364  ( CHK  #1624) 

Obverse:  ON  IOVIAN  VS  PF  AVG 
Bare  head.  rt.  ^ 

Reverse:  VOT  V MVLT  X.  MMK  ASTRM 


Jovian  was  chosen  by  the  army  after  Julian's  death  in  Mesopotamia,  be- 
cause he  was  a Christian  and  was  willing  to  undo  Julian's  efforts  to  re- 
instate paganism  as  an  official  religion.  He  is  said  to  have  been  plea- 
sure-loving. While  on  the  journey  back  to  Constantinople,  at  Dadastana 
in  Galatia,  Jovian  died  of  charcoal  asphyxiation  after  a reign  of  nearly 
eight  months. 

Forgeries  should  be  considered  more  as  the  rule  than  the  exception!  In 
Lebanon  and  in  Turkey,  forgers  buy  up  the  plentiful  worn  out  coins  so 
as  to  have  similar  metallurgy,  and  strike  their  productions,  using  the 
original  process. 

To  read  about  this  period  still  the  best  source  is  Edward  Gibbons:  The 
Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire.  This  contains  a lifetime  of 
reading.  And  for  an  eyewitness  account  of  these  times,  Loeb  Classic  Li- 
brary publishes  a translation  of  the  works  of  Ammianus  Marcelinus,  con- 
taining many  strange  and  bizarre  adventures.  For  todays'  prices  study 
Seaby's  Coins  and  Medals  Bulletin.  For  the  catalogs:  Carson,  Hill  and 
Kent  Late  Roman  and  Bronze  Coinage.  Also  Ferdinand  Lot's  The  End  of 
the  Ancient  World.  There  are  many  others... 


This  article  is  reprinted  from  THE  TRUMPETER,  publication  of  the 
Croatian  Philatelic  Society.  It  covers  the  Balkan  countries  stamps, 
coins  and  history.  The  CPS  can  be  contacted  thru  its  Editor:  Charles 
Glavanic,  200  Vancouver  Street,  London,  ONT.  Canada  N6C  1V4. 

********************************************************************* 


The  Museum  Ha'aretz  in  Jerusalem,  Israel  has  a stained  glass  window 
reportedly  from  a Mint  at  Schaf fhausen,  Switzerland,  circa  1565. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  ary  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 


Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types,  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  (CX) ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple  mints 
for  the  particular  year. 

CAPE  VERDE  ISLANDS:  Y1  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y6  - C-Y7  - C;  Y9  - 1953; 

Y13  - 1977. 

CAYMAN  ISLANDS:  Y1  - 1972;  Y2  - 1972;  Y4  - 1972;  Y9  - 1972. 

CENTRAL  AFRICAN  STATES:  Y1  - 1961,  1962,  1965;  72  - 1961,  1963,  1969; 
Y3  - 1961;  Y4  - 1961;  Y5  - 1965. 

CHAD:  Y1  1971. 

CHILE:  Y49  - 1884;  Y59  - 1886;  Y67  - C;  Y78  - 1908-  Y79  - 1908;  Y83  - 

1915;  Y84  - 1915;  Y88  - 1921,  1925,  1928,  1934,  1938-  Y89  - 1922,  1923, 
1933,  1937,  1940;  Y90  - 1924,  1932,  1938,  1940:  Y91  - 1933;  Y102  - 
CX  (1944,  1947,  1948);  Y103  - C;  Y104-1943,  1948,  1950,  1953,  1954; 

Y105  - 1954,  1957;  Y106  - C;  Y107  - 1956;  Y108  - 1962;  Y109  - CX  (1960) 

Y110  - 1964,  1967,  1968;  Ylll  - 1964,  1966,  1965.  Y112  - 1963,  1967, 

1969,  1970;  Y113  - C;  Y114  - C;  Y116  - 1972;  Y118  - 1971. 

CHINA:  Y5.1  - C;  Y6.1  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - 1906;  Y10.4  - C;  Y10h.5  - C; 

Y10j.4  - C - YlOk.lO  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y19a2  - 1322-  Y49.2  - C;  Y67.4  - 

1906:  Y122.2  - C;  Y135.1  - C;  Y145a.l2  - C;  Ylb2.3  C;  Y190  - C; 

Y191  - C;  Y193  - C;  Y200  - C;  Y204  - C;  Y221a.l  - C,  Y301.1  - C; 

Y301.2  - C;  Y301.5  - C;  Y302.1  - C;  Y302.2  - C:  V3Q3.1  - C;  Y306.2a  - C 
Y319  - C;  Y347  - 1936;  Y348.1  - 1936;  Y349.1  - 1936-  Y350.1  - 1936: 

Y355  - C;  Y356  - C;  Y358  - C;  Y360.1  CX  (1942);  Y362.1  - 1942;  Y400  - C 

Y459 . la  - C;  Y464.1  - C. 

CHINA  - Hwa  Hsing  Bank:  Y519  - C;  Y520  - C;  Y52?  - C. 

CHINA  - Manchukuo:  Y2  - 1933;  Y6  - 1934;  Y9  - 1941,  1943;  Y12  - 1940. 

CHINA  - Tibet:  Y13.2  - C;  Y13.3  - C;  Y13.8  - C-  Y19 . 1 - 1921;  Y23  - 

1937(b);  Y3C  - C (Trade). 

CHINA  - PEOPLES  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC:  Y1  - C to  1978  X (1955,  1957, 

1958,  1959,  1973,  1976):  Y2  - 1960,  1975,  1977,  1979;  Y3  - C to  1976  X 
(1975). 

CHINA  - REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA:  Y531  - C;  Y532,  - C;  Y533  - C;  Y534  - C; 

Y535  - C:  Y536  - 1960,  1970;  Y537  - C;  Y538  - C:  Y539  - C;  Y540  - C; 
Y543  - C;  Y547  - C. 

COLOMBIA:  Y20  - C;  Y24  - 1886;  Y30  - C;  Y47  - 1938,  1940;  Y49  - 1919; 

Y57  - 1938;  Y58  - CX  (1952,  1957);  Y60  - 1921,  1950'  Y61  - 1943,  1949, 
1960,  1961,  1964,  1965,  1966;  Y61a  - C to  1973  X (1971,  1972);  Y63  - 
1943,  1953,  1957,  1960,  1963,  1965;  Y63a  - C to  1975  X (1972,  1974); 

Y64  - 1950,  1951;  Y64a  - C;  YA65  - CX  (1969);  Y65a  - C;  Y67  - 1965; 

Y67a  - 1955B,  1959,  1965:  Y68  - C;  Y68a  - CX  (1955,  1960,  1962,  1965, 
1967);  Y69  - 1953;  Y70  - CX  (1961,  1965);  Y71  - CX  (1958,  1960,  1961, 
1962);  Y73  - C;  Y74  - C;  Y78-C;  Y79  - C;  Y80  - C Y31  -C;  Y82.1  - C. 

(To  be  continued  next  month) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

GREEK  AND  ROMAN  COINS  and  the  STUDY  OF  HISTORY.  J.  G.  Milne.  Intro- 
duction & text  (large  print,  8"  x 6"),  HOpp,  18pp  notes,  16  plates 
(110  coins).  Hardbound  $15.  OBOL  Reprint. 

This  is  the  second  time  Obol  International  has  reprinted  this  work 
which  first  appeared  in  London  in  1938. 

It  is  intended  primarily  for  teachers  of  ancient  history  and  for  any- 
one who  relates  coins  to  history.  Today,  when  the  wider  value  of 
numismatics  is  more  generally  realized,  this  would  be  an  ideal  text- 
book for  a course  of  lectures  to  a club;  even  more  so  to  a history 
class  as  a source  material  study  for  classical  history  (the  more  so 
as  it  can  be  vividly  illustrated  by  examples,  apart  from  the  plates). 
The  same  principle  could  be  carried  through  to  other  coins  and  eras. 
Actually,  the  book  deals  primarily  with  the  Greek  coinage  as  the 
precursor  and  primary  influence  on  the  widespread  Roman  coinage. 

The  chapters  deal  variously  with  materials,  debasement,  fabric,  dies, 
art,  types,  mints,  countermarks  (primarily  the  Imperial  coinage  of 
the  great  cities  of  Asia),  standards  and  hoards . The  coins  illustrat- 
ing the  text  have  been  well  chosen  and  the  explanations  in  the  key  to 
the  plates  are  very  full. 

This  book  is  invaluable  to  any  collector  of  Greek  or  Roman  coins, 
while  the  principles  enunciated  are  equally  basic  to  the  wider  coin- 
age of  the  numismatic  world.  The  book  should  be  of  considerable 
value  for  use  along  with  the  three  great  volume  studies  of  the  world 
coinages  by  Michael  Mitchiner. 

All  public  libraries,  clubs  and  collectors  should  have  a copy  of 
this  book.  I highly  recommend  it,  especially  at  the  bargain  price. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


STANDARD  PRICE  GUIDE  TO  WORLD  CROWNS  & TALERS  1484-1968 , AS  CATALOGUED 
BY  DR.  JOHN  S.  DAVENPORT , by  Frank  Draskovic  and  Stuart  Rubenfeld. 
Krause  Publications,  1981,  $19.00.  560pp,  paperback. 

The  DAVENPORT  PRICE  GUIDE  was  well  worth  the  wait.  This  monumental 
compilation  by  Messrs.  Draskovic  and  Rubenfeld  takes  its  place  at 
once  as  a standard  reference.  The  inevitable  small  weak  spots  are 
there,  but  later  editions  will  scrub  them.  My  overall  judgment  has 
to  be  that  it's  a dependable  reference  — thorough,  resourceful, 
and  judiciously  put  together. 

One  should  not  take  for  granted  the  550  pages  packed  with  10,000-plus 
entries.  How  many  will  appreciate  the  years  of  drudgery  that  went 
into  the  recording  and  collating  of  the  raw  data?  Drudgery,  but 
always  alert  drudgery,  for  the  informed  derivation  of  objective 
prices  requires  fine  evaluation  of  the  various  sources  of  data,  a 
feel  for  the  market  for  each  national  series,  and  a sense  of  how 
far  one  dares  safely  extrapolate. 
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There  are  many  thoughtful  features:  for  example  - comments  on 

the  price  significance  of  condition  in  certain  series;  observations 
on  the  domestic  market  for  one  national  series  or  another;  the  bal- 
ance between  rarity  and  popularity  in  certain  cases;  and  the  signal- 
ling of  rare  dates  and  varieties  that  my  occur  under  a single  Daven- 
port number.  As  a rule  the  authors  have  hit  just  the  right  balance 
in  deciding  when  and  when  not  to  include  prices  for  all  conditions. 

They  wisely  avoided  the  temptat ion  to  over-extrapolate , for  example, 
by  listing  a coin  simply  as  RARE  rather  than  assigning  an  inadequate- 
ly supported  guesstimate. 

From  their  introduction  I infer  that  the  authors  depended  on  primary 
sources  any  may  not  have  consulted  in  any  detail  the  half-dozen  or 
ten  U.S.  and  European  dealers  who  have  kept  comprehensive  card  cata- 
logues on  this  sort  of  material.  That  could  have  been  helpful,  but 
no  doubt  it  would  have  added  delay  to  an  already  staggering  task. 

Maybe  future  editions  will  benefit  from  this  kind  of  input. 

My  own  long-term  records  involve  a collection  of  pre-1800  European 
crowns,  so  my  observations  are  based  on  a tolerable  sampling  (far 
from  a total  coverage)  of  the  body  of  the  coins  the  authors  have 
dealt  with  extensively. 

Take  first  the  German  series,  which  overshadows  all  the  rest . The 
authors  and  I are  in  agreement  on  prices  - give  or  take  something 
like  a 10%  margin  - in  nine  out  of  ten  cases  on  the  coins  of  which  I 
have  kept  records.  (I  don't  know  if  you  realize  how  extraordinarily 
close  to  unanimity  this  is.  .lust  check  the  wide  variations  on  any 
given  coin  among  various  dealers'  estimates,  prices  realized  [or 
reported  as  realized]  and  fixed  price  lists.  I think  you  will  be 
convinced.)  The  few  disagreements  are  balanced  neatly  between  the 
high  and  low  sides:  some  of  the  rare  Prussian  talers,  for  example, 

appear  a bit  overpriced,  while  coins  of  some  of  the  lesser  Saxon 
duchies  seem  to  be  sold  a mite  short.  Perhaps  in  a later  edition 
Davenport's  pseudo-Talers  will  be  included.  These  are  the  few  he 
lists  at  the  end  of  several  of  his  catalogues.  Records  are  avail- 
able for  quite  a few  of  these  and  they  are  respectable  and  actively 
collected  coins.  In  another  edition  the  authors  may  be  emboldened 
to  include  more  prices  for  uncirculated  pieces  and  to  gradually 
diminish  the  number  of  unpriced  RARE  items.  I have  more  than  a 
dozen  candidates. 

On  Austria,  our  consensus  is  about  as  firm.  The  main  question  I would 
pose  is  whether  as  a general  rule  Tirolean  Double-Talers  aren't  quoted 
too  high.  I'm  glad  to  see  a generally  strong  estimate  for  the  coins 
of  the  Austrian  Noble  Houses,  which  seem  to  have  been  unfairly  neg- 
lected in  recent  years. 

With  Scandinavia,  there  seems  to  be  a tendency  to  optimism,  especially 
for  Denmark  and  Norway.  Compensatorily , a few  prices  look  low:  D 3522, 

8701  and  8712,  for  example. 

As  for  France,  the  splendid  series  of  ecus  of  Louis  XIV  are  perhaps  a 
little  too  high  (with  regret,  as  it  is  a favorite  series  of  mine). 

The  ecu  blanc  (D  3809)  is  a case  in  point.  It  is  perhaps  twice  too 
high,  in  the  light  of  several  recorded  prices  in  the  1970s. 
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Contrarily,  the  Napoleonic  5-franc  pieces  of  foreign  mints  (Rome, 
Geneva,  &c)  are  priced  a bit  bearishly. 

There  is  occasionaly  unwarranted  optimism  on  Swiss  coins.  D 8789  at 
$10,00  in  VF  shape,  for  example,  is  close  to  double  the  market  re- 
cords . 

Spain,  on  the  other  hand,  has  a tendency  just  the  reverse  of  the  Swiss 
coins.  D 4419  and  D 322,  for  example,  ought  to  be  worth  twice  the 
quoted  prices. 

Poland  and  Russia  came  out  pretty  well,  though  titivation  is  possible: 
e.g.  the  commoner  variety  of  D 249  UNC  is  worth  double  the  quoted 
$1500,  while  the  Brandtaler  (D  4369-70)  at  $2500  VF  is  50%  too  dear. 

For  Russia,  it  would  have  been  useful,  and  easy,  to  signal  relative 
mint  scarcity  for  D 1676  and  D 1682. 

The  Low  Countries  (under  United  Netherlands,  Spain,  and  Austrian 
Netherlands)  are  very  well  treated  - lots  of  notes  on  scarce  dates, 
and  generally  a deft  handling  of  a difficult  series.  It  saddens  me, 
as  an  owner  of  many  of  these, to  have  to  say  so,  but  the  piefort 
pieces  in  general  are  a trifle  too  highly  priced. 

Italy  is  introduced  (on  page  234)  with  a most  perceptive  note  on  the 
market,  suggesting  that  prices  in  general  don't  reflect  the  true  rar- 
ity in  this  series.  Reflecting  perhaps  this  view  (with  which  I agree), 
the  authors  have  overpriced  somewhat  the  XVII  and  XVIII  Century  Papal 
scudi.  Savoy/Sardinia  is  a bit  ragged:  e.g.  D 4159  is  as  much  too 
high  as  D 4165  is  too  low;  and  D 1496  - a very  rare  coin  - is  far 
too  cheap  at  $1200  in  EF  shape.  The  Tuscan  tallero  D 1502  at  $2000 
EF  is  not  half  as  rare  as  the  pezza  della  rosa  D 1504,  shown  in  EF 
at  $1000. 

So  much  for  impressions  of  the  various  series  and  for  random  examples 
of  candidates  for  improvement.  Now  here  are  some  overall  comments . 

Shouldn't  restrikes  and  novodels  be  more  uniformly  identified?  There 
are  the  ecus  of  Namur  (D  1271-77)  concerning  which,  on  his  page  108, 
Davenport  mentions  restrikes.  In  fact  many  exist,  and  the  price  dif- 
ferential is  horrendous.  Or,  there  are  the  restrikes  of  the  Swedish 
travel  dalers  of  1731  (D  1725,  D 1726)  which  have  been  restruck  on 
two  different  occasions. 

The  various  Russian  novodels  are  interesting  because  of  the  fact 
that  some  are  worth  more  than  the  originals,  while  others  bring  less. 
These  should  be  mentioned. 

What  about  the  few  crowns  which  have  eluded  Davenport?  Two  examples 
are  the  XVI  century  six-tari  piece  of  the  Maltese  grand  master  Jean 
de  la  Vallete , and  the  1667  Double  Taler  of  Saxe  Zietz  (like  D 7666, 
listed  in  Dassdorf  and  present  in  an  American  collection) . 

Some  may  argue  that  the  book's  overall  price  structure  is  a trifle 
bullish,  at  this  moment  of  funeral  quiet  in  the  market  for  such  coins, 
as  well  as  in  view  of  the  recent  softening  of  European  currencies  in 
relation  to  the  dollar.  This  doesn't  disturb  me  much.  A book  like 
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this  cannot  be  as  ephemeral  as  a telex  sheet.  Its  lead  time  is  meas- 
ured in  months.  Its  price  structure,  as  measured  by  one  coin  against 
the  next,  is  sound.  The  market  for  many  of  the  rare  coins  listed  and 
priced  is  in  fact  not  all  that  mercurial.  Finally,  the  book  will  have 
a measurable  influence  in  determining  the  market. 

Congratulations,  then,  to  the  authors  and  to  Krause  Publications. 

Their  book  should  be  a sell-out.  We  can  all  look  forward,  eagerly, 
to  an  even  better  second  edition. 


Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander 

********************************************************************** 


WHAT  DO  I COMMEMORATE? 


by  Bill  Thompson,  NI  HLM-22 


Brazil,  1972  20  Cruzeiros,  Y-95 


Foreign  numismatists  must  also  be 
geographers.  Can  you  recognize 
this  country  to  which  the  royal 
family  of  Portugal  fled  to  escape 
the  army  of  Napoleon?  When  King 
John  returned  to  him  homeland,  he 
left  his  eldest  son,  Dom  Pedro,  as  Prince  Regent,  later  to  become  Emp- 
eror. This  coin  commemorates  the  150th  anniversary  of  Brazil's  declar- 
ation of  independence  from  Portugal  on  September  7,  1822.  It  is  the 
20  Cruzeiros  of  1972,  minted  in  silver. 


********************************************************************** 


K.A.I.  COUNTERSTAMP  ON  EIRE  COINS  MEANING  SOLVED 

by  0.  D.  Cresswell,  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland . NI  #560 

In  my  article  "Some  Countermarked  Eire  Coins"  (NIB,  Nov.  1977, 
pp355-359)  I was  unable  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  K.A.I.  counter- 
mark  found  on  coins  of  Eire  circulating  in  Northern  Ireland.  Well, 
now  I can  solve  the  puzzle. 

Recently  I was  in  Newtonabbey  just  to  the  north  of  Belfast  and  saw 
K.A.I.  on  a wall.  Naturally  being  nosey,  I asked  and  was  told  that 
it  stands  for  KILL  ALL  IRISH.  After  almost  four  years,  the  puzzle 
has  been  solved. 

******************************************************************** 
MALTA  RESTRIKES  STRUCK  BY  NAPOLEONIC  FRANCE 

After  the  Napoleonic  French  troops  overrun  and  conquered  the  island 
of  Malta  and  the  government  of  the  Sovereign  Military  Order,  they 
minted  restrikes  of  the  30  Tari  coins  of  Malta  Order  Grand  Master 
Ferdinand  de  Hompesch  (1797-98).  The  restrikes  have  a DOT  by  the 
nose  of  the  Grand  Master. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  attribution  committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration  if  desired.  Send  to  NI 
Attribution  Committee,  Box  57  - Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn. 
06880,  U.S.A.  Please  include  your  name,  full  address  and  NI  member- 
ship number. 

Enrico  Tessaro,  Via  Archelao  di  Mileto,  30  - 00124  Roma  Casalpalocco, 
Italy:  Do  you  need  a friend  with  which  to  exchange  world  coins? 

Write  me  as  I get  many  thousands  of  world  coins  and  I will  be  glad 
to  send  you  the  list  of  my  duplicates,  Italian  phone  tokens  (all  dif- 
ferent), and  also  counterfeits  of  rare  Italian  silver  crowns  to  fill 
some  empty  space  of  your  collection.  I also  get  the  new  1979  types 
of  Libya  coinage. 

Dr.  Alan  York,  Numer  One  Main  Street,  East  Hampton,  New  York  11937: 
Concentration  Camp,  Prisoner  of  War  Camp,  Displaced  Persons  (DP)  Camp 
Scrip  and  Paper  Money  wanted  for  my  collection  - form  the  World  War 
II  period  of  time  in  Europe.  Also  Partisan  Guerilla  and  Liberation 
Forces  Notes.  I also  need  inflation  notes  with  Anti-Semitic  and 
other  propaganda  printed  upon  them.  Baltic  States,  Poland  and  gener- 
al European  "Premium  Marks",  "Punkte"  and  Ration  Notes. 

Scott  Semans,  P.  0.  Box  13007,  New  Orleans,  La.  70185:  Seeking  some- 

one knowledgeable  in  Chinese  written  language,  culture,  cosmology, 
and  religion  to  help  in  preparation  of  sales  listing  of  huge  col- 
lection of  Chinese  amulets.  My  goal  is  to  identify  each  piece  as 
to  transliteration,  symbolism,  intended  use,  and  to  develop  a mean- 
ingful structure  for  a catalog  listing.  Excellent  opportunity  for 
academic  study  before  collection  is  dispersed  (early  1982).  Renum- 
eration possible.  Greatly  prefer  someone  in  or  visiting  the  USA. 

Julius  A.  Lashley  Vallet,  Postbox  1045,  DK-1007,  Copenhagen  K,  Den- 
mark: NEEDED  - Spink's  Numismatic  Circular . Unbound  volumes  for 

the  following  years:  1940-1975.  Single  issues:  1960,  nos.  10  & 11; 

1961,  no.  2;  1963,  no.  11;  1966,  no.  10;  1968,  no.  12;  1971,  no.  1; 
1974,  no.  7/8;  1978,  nos.  3-5  & 1979,  no.  12.  NEEDED:  Seaby’s  Coin 

and  Medal  Bulletin.  Unbound  or  red-bound  volumes  for  the  following 
years:  1947,  1959-51,  1955-63,  1972-1977.  DOES  ANYONE  have  any 

uncommon  Numismatic  Bibliography  for  disposal?  I am  searching  for 
those  by  C.  E.  Bosch,  M.  Bernhart,  E.  Halil,  L.  A.  Mayer,  A.  Anzani, 

G.  Probszt,  G.  Velkov  & V.  Velkov,  J.  T.  Medina,  J.  F.  A.  Burns, 

M.  Garcia,  R.  Gupieniec,  J.  Kalus,.H.  A.  I.  Goonetileke  and  many 
others . 

Joseph  Uphoff,  8713  Caminito  Abrazo,  La  Jolla,  Calif.  92037: 

WANTED  TO  BUY:  Zimbabwe  1980  set  (Proof  or  UNC)  singly  or  complete. 

Djibouti,  any  coin  minted  1977  and  later. 

Editor,  NI  BULLETIN:  WANTED  — contributors  to  this  page!!  No  ex- 

perience necessary.  Good  opportunity  for  advancement  of  your  numis- 
matic knowledge  or  adding  to  your  collection.  No  fee  charged.  Apply 
by  mail  to  Marvin  L.  Fraley,  2813  — 57th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX  79413,  USA. 

288 


